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Address Changes
If you have moved, changed your 
telephone number or email address, 
please email Richmond Orchid Alliance 
with the change at ROA4U2@verizon.
net or to P.O. Box 8682, Richmond, VA 
23226.

We don’t want your Bulletin to be 
delayed or not received. This is an 
important part of your membership.

(continued from page 3)Growing Tips
lower the pH. Typically, this is not a problem if the water source is full of minerals. If the 
source is rainwater or Deionized water, the acidity can be so extreme that orchid roots 
are killed. Adding a solution that raises pH can produce fantastic growth in orchids, but 
requires control of the pH.

Many pesticides are most effective at a specific pH, usually slightly acidic. One popular 
fungicide, Kocide, can be toxic under a very acidic pH, but very effective if the pH is over 
7. Kocide contains copper that is soluble and taken up by plants at lower pH values.

So what does the average orchid hobbyist need to know about pH. If your orchids are 
growing well, the answer is nothing. If you begin experimenting with new fertilizers, 
media or pesticides, a simple pH meter may prevent you from damaging your orchids and 
make you a better grower. X


