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Address Changes
If you have moved, changed your 
telephone number or email address, 
please email Richmond Orchid Alliance 
with the change at ROA4U2@verizon.
net or to P.O. Box 8682, Richmond, VA 
23226.

We don’t want your Bulletin to be 
delayed or not received. This is an 
important part of your membership.

(continued from page 5)Growing Tips
evaporated from the surface of the pot and 
any dissolved salts are deposited on the pot 
surface.

If water quality is poor, i.e. lots of stuff 
in the water, a silver or grey sheen will 
develop on the pot surface that limits 
water movement through the pot. This 
salt buildup can become so severe that 
roots die when they come in contact with 
the pot. Fertilizer dissolved in deionized 
or rainwater can produce the same effect 
unless there is a sustained effort to flush 
pots. Pots can become so filled with a 
surface glaze of salt that water no longer 
moves from inside to outside a pot. In 
fact, salts can move back into the clay pot 
and make even the interior surface toxic 
to orchid roots. Hobbyists who use water 

high in dissolved solids are well advised to 
discard clay pots and not reuse them. Many 
arid areas in the U.S. have water with lots 
of dissolved solids. This combined with low 
humidity and high temperature leads to 
clay pots with lots of surface salts. X

Dendrobium no name, grown by Tom Voytilla


