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Final 2008 Orchid 
Awards

Awards were given at the last meeting 
for the year total

Overall highest number for the year 
went to the Creeches  50.5 

This award was a pale lavender cattleya 
sculpture.

Other awards were small hanging 
ornaments with an orchid picture.

Cattleya to L. K. Harvie with 25 points

Paph. and Phrag. to the Creeches with 
17.5 points

Oncidium and Dendrobium to the 
Creeches with 16.5 points

Phalaenopsis to Jim Culbert with 20.5 
points

Vandaceous to Mike Mealy with 21 
points

Other to the Creeches with 16.5 points

Novice to Mary Beth Ols 

Orchids and How to Grow Them
A Book Review by Buddy Harvie

This is a good book on general orchid culture for 
the novice and near-novice hobbyist as well as the 
�F�D�V�X�D�O���U�H�D�G�H�U�����7�K�H���À�U�V�W���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
covering the history of orchids, natural habitats, 
�R�U�F�K�L�G���F�O�D�V�V�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
mechanisms of natural pollination and tips on 
selecting orchids.

The next several chapters cover the aspects of orchid 
culture in some detail: the effects of temperature on 
�W�K�H���Á�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���R�I���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����O�L�J�K�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V��
�D�Q�G���S�K�R�W�R�S�H�U�L�R�G�L�V�P�����W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���J�R�R�G���Y�H�Q�W�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q����
�S�R�W�W�L�Q�J�����Z�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���I�H�H�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�R���G�R���D�W��
different stages in their growth cycles.

The chapter on increasing ones collection states the 
obvious - by dividing, growing from back bulbs, buying 
seedlings and mature plants. The appendix does give a 
list of places to buy orchids and supplies.

The section on orchid problems, pests and diseases 
parallels the AOS booklet on the same subject. It also 
gives practical ways to cope with them.

The discussions of warm-growing and cool-growing 
�R�U�F�K�L�G�V���L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���V�L�P�S�O�L�À�H�G�����,�W���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���F�R�Y�H�U��
�R�U�F�K�L�G�V���V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\���K�\�E�U�L�G�L�]�H�G���W�R���E�H���Z�D�U�P���R�I���F�R�R�O��
tolerant, or exceptional species in warm or cool-
growing genera.

An excellent calendar of seasonal activities - a 
veritable checklist of things to do for various orchids at 
different times of the year. The book is well-illustrated 
with many black and white photographs and a number 
of color photographs of several varieties of orchids. X

Dendrobium

Dendrobium spectabilis grown by L. K. Harvie

The blooms on this interesting plant had 
petals and lips that completely twisted 
back on themselves. Add to that, there was 
a variety of yellow, white, red and pink in 
the flowers, all clustered together. This is 
a very exotic dendrobium. There are five 

different groups of dendrobium all coming 
from old-world tropics including Australia 
and New Guinea, but many can be grown 
like cattleyas.

Vandaceous
Vanda Gordon Dillon x Sirilac grown by Carol 
Hollenbeck

Two huge spikes each held six large 
clustered brilliant rose-red spotted flowers. 
Carol has such lovely plants all grown in a 
converted garage under timed halide lights.

Other
Phaicalanthe Kriptonite grown by Carol 
Hollenbeck

Perky red violet flowers with white lips on 
strong tall stems with strong deep leaves 
made this plant a winner. X

Blue Ribbon Winners for January (Continued From Page 3)

Yellow- Coel. mooreana var. Lemenica 
grown by L. K. Harvie

The show table was exceptionally 
colorful this month and photos were 
also taken of the two second place 
cattleyas which were so unusual:

�(�S�L�O�D�H�O�L�R�F�D�W�W�O�H�\�D���0�D�H���%�O�\�����W�K�U�H�H���Á�R�Z�H�U�V��
which were bright green with bright pink 
lips and Bepi Coral Drop which had a 
long spikes with pom pom- like group 
�R�I���P�L�Q�L�D�W�X�U�H���F�D�W�W�O�H�\�D���Á�R�Z�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H��
elongated in yellow and white. They 
were grown by Carol Hollenbeck and 
,the latter by Tom Voytilla. 

Orchid Showcase  
(Continued)

V. Gordon Dillon x Sirilak grown by Carol 
Hollenbeck

Paph. phillipenense x Paph. kolopakingii 
grown by Tom Voytilla
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Orchids are viewed by the public 
and many new hobbyists as very 
exotic plants; difficult to grow. 
There are certainly many orchid 
species that fit that category. 
However, most orchids given as 
gifts designed for the mass market 
are very easy to grow if one 
remembers the “KISS” principle. 
This axiom (keep it simple stupid) 
works well for those of us that like 
to think that we have advanced 
beyond beginner status too. The 
following is my list of orchid 
growing rules that follow the “KISS” 
principle. Pass this list on to friends who 
receive an orchid gift this season. 

1. Water only when dry. Even if you under 
water, your orchid will not die. Over-
watering kills roots, degrades the potting 
medium and attracts insects. All of these 
problems are difficult to reverse even for 
experts. Under-water your orchid, and one 
simply needs to water more frequently and 
your orchid will grow and flower.

2. Under-fertilize or don’t fertilize. Every 
orchid growing manual recommends a 
particular nutrient formula or brand. 
Newly purchased orchids usually come in a 
medium loaded with nutrients (fertilizer). 
Many new orchid growers purchase 
“orchid” fertilizer with their plant and feel 
obligated to use it regularly. Few orchids 
die from being under-fertilized, but 
many die from too much fertilizer. Over 
fertilizing is the second leading cause of 
death of orchids, often accelerated when 
the orchid starts to show signs of stress 
from over-watering. 

3. Repotting. As soon as an orchid begins 
to look stressed many growers decide to 
repot. If over-watering and over-fertilizing 
have not killed your orchid, this will usually 
finish the job. Repotting can save an orchid 
if the first two rules have been violated, 

i.e. roots are dead, and the medium shot. 
Rarely, however, is this effort successful 
once this stage is reached. There is a greater 
chance of success if the mistreated orchid 
and its medium is carefully transferred to a 
clay pot of the same size and allowed to dry 
thoroughly. Most orchids come in a plastic 
pot, often poorly drained, and sometimes 
have no drainage at all.

4. Use the water you have! Buying mineral 
water or distilled water may make you feel 
better, but it generally offers no better 
chance of survival for your orchid than 
water from the tap. Some folks have even 
installed water softeners for their orchids; 
a sure-fire death warrant. Good water 
quality is extremely important, but not 
critical for most orchids. Thoroughly soak 
your orchid at least once a month. This can 
involve setting your orchid in a sink full 
of water for 15 minutes or so or allowing 
water to run through the pot for awhile. 
This removes any salts, including excess 
fertilizer. Use water at about the same 
temperature as the air.

5. Humidity Many beginners insist of 
misting their plants constantly to maintain 
a proper humidity and provide water. 
Often this seems necessary because some 
aspect of rules 1-4 above have been violated 
and the orchid appears to be wilting 
or suddenly drops all of its flowers and 

Growing Tips
By Courtney Hackney

Library
The ROA Library is a rich source of 
orchid information and enjoyable 
reading. An inventory of the library 
was taken and a Library Catalog 
was developed from it. The inventory 
indicated that certain items were 
missing. If you have checked out items 
and forgotten to return them please do 
so. Then they will be available to other 
ROA members and so that the catalog 
can be updated to include them.Copies 
of the catalog will be available at the 
October meeting.

Phaicalanthe Kryptonite grown by Carol Hollenbeck
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We’re on the Web! Visit us at:
www.richmondorchidalliance.org

P.O. Box 8682 
Richmond, VA 23226

ROA
Richmond Orchid Alliance
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Address Changes
If you have moved, changed your 
telephone number or email address, 
please email Richmond Orchid Alliance 
with the change at ROA4U2@verizon.
net or to P.O. Box 8682, Richmond, VA 
23226.

We don’t want your Bulletin to be 
delayed or not received. This is an 
important part of your membership.

buds. If humidity is kept at the ideal for 
people, 50-60%, your orchids will lose 
water at an appropriate rate. Consider the 
location of your orchid and if you would 
be uncomfortable there, so would your 
orchid.

 6. Light Orchid books spend lots of time 
describing the ideal light environment. All 
plants need light to grow. However, orchids 

can adapt to a variety of light conditions 
and grow and flower there. They cannot 
grow in the dark. Orchids in windowsills 
often experience bright light for short 
periods of time and then low light levels 
for the rest of the day. As long as leaves do 
not become hot to the touch, this setting is 
appropriate as long as one does not violate 
rules 1-5 above. X

Growing Tips (Continued From Page 5)

Monthly Lottery
We would like to thank Buddy Harvie, Tom Voytilla, and Judy Craggs for the great prizes this 
month.

If you would like to contribute to this fund raising event, please contact Judy Craggs at 745-4739

Tcraggs3@comcast.net prior to our program. Your donations are tax deductible. X


