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Birthdays 
Rich Ols      11/2 

John Gregory 11/4 

David Essex 11/9 

Gary Grow 11/20 

Mary Beth Ols 11/21 

Ronda Tignor 11/27 

 
Happy Birthday to you! 

 

ROA Bulletin 
SPECIAL ORCHID 
RAFFLE FOR AOS 

On November 8th, we will have a 
special program for our meeting.  
This will be like no other program 
we have had.  First there will be a 
special raffle of a list of items that 
may be viewed on the website 
http://richmondorchidalliance.org/.  
More items are being added all the 
time.   
 
The AOS is having severe financial 
problems.   This is the overall orga-
nization that guides orchid culture 
and conservation in the U.S.  For 
those of us interested in orchids, 
AOS is a very important organiza-
tion.  Membership has some great 
benefits such as the beautiful, glossy 
magazine Orchids that arrives every 
month with wonderful pictures on 
the front.  In fact, at our meetings 
you have probably seen some on the 
tables.   
 
Tom Voytilla , an ROA member, will 
have his beautiful plants on sale, all 
grown in semi-hydroponics.  You 
may have seen the glorious blooms 
he had at our last meeting.  The first 
time bloomers were huge with many 
blooms on them and a great variety 
of colors and shapes.  You will not 

want to miss this opportunity to get 
some for your collection.   
 
Mary Jane Zander, also an ROA 
member, is an artist creating botan-
ical artworks (including orchids from 
her collection).  She will be bringing 
her newest original art as well as 
reproductions of works that are on 
exhibition elsewhere. (Also see page 
6 for more on Mary Jane.) 
 
There is even more!  The Orchid 
Doctors will be available to assist 
with the diagnosis of any plant 
problems you are having.  Bring your 
problem plants and find out what 
may help you resolve your problems. 
 
More, still more!  We will have a 
Thanksgiving meal including turkey 
and ham.   
 
This is the beginning of some dif-
ferent types of programming that we 
hope will be better suited to our 
membership and relevant to mem-
ber’s needs. 
 
SEE YOU NOVEMBER 8 AT THE 
SMV IF NOT EARLIER!  

-Wanda Andrako 

Nov. 8 at the Science Museum of VA    Activities start at 2:00 PM. 
 

 

For more information about the membership benefits of joining AOS 
go to www.aos.org. 
 



 
  

Upcoming Events 
November 8 

Holiday Party and  
Discussion 

December 
No program 

 
ROA activities and speakers emphasize 
the how-to and hands -on aspects of 
growing orchids. 
 

Here and There 
• November 1 - Tidewater Orchid 

Society - Old Dominion University 
Web Center - Frank Slaughter on 
AOS Website Development 

• November 8 - Charlottesville 
Orchid Society - Church of Our 
Savior, Charlottesville - Molly 
Brennan - talk TBA 

• November 13-14 - Merritt 
Huntington Memorial Symposium - 
VA Beach Cavalier Oceanfront 
Hotel.  Go to mhsymposium.org for 
information 

• November 15, - Virginia Orchid 
Society - Ginter Botanical Garden - 
Fred Clark of Sunset Valley Orchids 

• November 15 - National Capital 
Orchid Society - US National 
Arboretum - Wayne Roberts of 
Roberts Flower Supply 

• November 21 - Peninsula Orchid 
Society - Hampton Library - Fred 
Clarke with talk TBA 

 

About This Bulletin 
The Richmond Orchid Alliance meets at 
the Science Museum of Virginia, 2500  
W. Broad Street, Richmond, at 2:00 
P.M. of the second Sunday of each 
month from January through Novem-
ber. Yearly dues are $25.00 per 
individual, or $30.00 for a joint 
membership. Dues should be paid to 
the ROA Finance Director, Judy Craggs, 
P.O. Box 8682, Richmond, VA 23226. 
 
The Richmond Orchid Alliance is a 501 
(c) (3) non-profit organization. Any 
donations to ROA are tax deductible. 
We are affiliated with Orchid Digest 
and a member of the American Orchid 
Society. 
 
The ROA Bulletin is a publication of the 
Richmond Orchid Alliance and is 
distributed to the Society’s members 
monthly, prior to all club meetings. 
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President’s Message 

Greetings Members, 
 
Our last program of the year will be Sunday November 8th. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. This is our Holiday Season Kick off program. So 
many special things have been planned for this day. Read the article about it on 
page 1. It will be fun, as well as educational.  And bring a friend to share the fun! 
 
SEE YOU AT THE PROGRAM! 
 
Valli 

The ROA Library has lots of old 
books with which you might not 
be familiar but which contain a lot 
of good stuff.  One of these is 
QUALITY STREAM CATTLE-
YAS by the Japanese Orchid 
Growers Association. This is a 

 
book of Orchid photographs. 
Pictures are arranged in 
alphabetical order of the species 
and hybrids which makes it easy 
to find a particular plant.hybrid 
parentages are given. This book is 
the kind that one can spend much 
time browsing, making mental 
notes of orchids to acquire and 
wondering why one’s own plants 
don’t look as good as the ones in 
the book. The photography is 
excellent. This book is 
recommended for the sheer 
pleasure of browsing.  
  

 
Another book, or two books for 
that matter are The ORCHID 
DOCTOR: Remedies, Recipes, 
Recommendations and Referrals, 
originally pub lished in 1980 and 
The NEW ORCHID DOCTOR: 
R,R,R&R published in 1988. 
   

 
 
Both were compiled by Robert M. 
Hamilton.  These books are 
condensations of questions and 
answers published in the AOS 
Bulletin (now ORCHIDS) and 
other orchid periodicals. Problems 
are presented in alphabetical order 
by typical key-word followed by 
a statement of the problem or 
concern and followed in turn by 
advice, remedy or commentary.  
References to the original articles 
and authors are given. Anyone 
having a problem or concern with 
his orchids (and who among us 
doesn’t from time to time) should 
be able to find an answer in these 
books. 
  -L.K. Harvie 

ROA Library 
 



 
  
Refreshments 
Hello from the refreshment 
committee 
  
John and Mike would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone 
that brought wonderful treats to the 
October meeting.  Special thanks to 
Valli Laneve, Thuyen Trevino, Barbi 
and Steve Partlow, Van Williams, 
Nelda Thung, Janis Ranck, and the 
Pierson's, and to anyone we may 
have left out.  
 
Everyone is invited to our Novem-
ber Social. If anyone wishes to help 
out and has not signed up for a 
dish, just call or email Mike or 
Thuyen, with additional goodies.  
 
Thanks Mike and John 
 
 
 

GARDEN CLUB 
SPEAKERS 
 
Richmond Orchid Alliance has 
several objectives that have been 
laid out. One of our objectives is to 
stimulate the study and culture of 
orchids, to both our members and 
the general public. So if you belong 
to a local, or neighborhood garden 
club and you think the members 
might be interested in hearing a 
presentation from one of our 
members, please let me know. We 
have members that have green 
houses, grow under lights as well 
as on window sills. It has been my 
experience, the public, is interested 
in keeping them alive as well as 
getting them to re-bloom. We will 
make it both fun and interesting. 
 
Valli  
360-1625 
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1. Attend each program  
2. Bring a guest to the program  
3. Bring a treat to share for the 

hospitality table  
4. Purchase an extra raffle ticket 

and give it to a guest  
5. Donate a raffle prize  
6. Bring a blooming orchid to every 

meeting for the show table  
7. Introduce yourself to a guest  
8. Check out a library book  
9. Write a book review on the book 

you checked out and submit  
10. Write an article for the bulletin  
11. Donate Birthday, get well and 

sympathy cards  
12. Donate postage stamps  
13. Volunteer to judge the show 

table  
14. Work one Program at the 

membership desk  
15. Collect name badges after the 

program ends  
16. Make sure everyone has a name 

badge  
17. Bring a plant for a new member  
18. Donate pots you no longer need  
19. Help members bring in their 

plants from the parking lot  
20. Help the speaker bring in plants  
21. Donate your favorite book to the 

library  
22. Ask a member to speak at your 

garden club  
23. Water the atrium  
24. Call an orchid doctor for advice  
25. Sell donate books  
26. Share a growing tip  
27. Submit new ideas for fundraising  
28. Say yes when asked to help  
29. Talk to your neighbors they may 

grow orchids  
30. Join AOS  
31. Help clean up after the program  
32. Make copies of the show table 

slips as a donation  
33. Introduce a guest to another 

member  
34. Sponsor a speaker by paying the 

honorarium 

 

35. Ask the speaker to go out with 
you to dinner after program  

36. Talk about the benefits of 
membership to a guest  

37. Donate plants for the atrium  
38. Donate paper plates, napkins for 

refreshment table  
39. Make a suggestion for a speaker. 

Program you would like to see  
40. Send each speaker a thank you 

note after the program. Tell them 
what you enjoyed  

41. Thank the speaker for their 
program  

42. Purchase a plant from the 
speaker  

43. Suggest other ways you would 
like to become involved  

44. Ask a question from the speaker 
during the program  

45. Make a donation for tax credit  
46. Send a congratulation to show 

table winners  
47. Arrive early to help set up room 

for program  
48. Send a welcome note to a new 

member  
49. Email a copy of the bulletin to 

someone that is interested in 
orchids  

50. Give out our website address to 
someone that is interested in 
growing orchids. 
www.richmondorchidalliance.com  

51. IF YOU DON’T FIND 
ANYHTING ON THIS LIST 
SEE THE PRESIDENT  

 
I am always surprised at how willing 
people are to help when asked. You 
feel honored. It’s an opportunity to 
participate in something that will 
make you feel good. This is a way to 
help you, while helping Richmond 
Orchid Alliance.  WE ALL NEED 
TO FEEL LIKE WE ARE MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE. 

50 +1 Ways to Become More Involved in ROA 



  
 

 
Paph. Hsinying Alien grown by 
Thuyen Trevino 
 
 

 
Phal. stuartiana ‘Sogo’ FCC/AOS 
grown by Thuyen Trevino 
 
 

 
Blc. Bryce Canyon ‘Splendiferous’ 
AM/AOS grown by Wanda Andrako 
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Arline Murphy, Clark Riley, and Mike Chambliss judging the show table  
 
 
 

       
Joe Mathias selling supplies to June Wanda Andrako talking to guests  
Pierson     Virginia Lee Smith and Betty Fahed 
 
 
 

 
Forrest Tignor, Barbi Partlow, and Dick Seltzer at the refreshment table  



 
 

October Orchid Showcase   

 

 
Phrag. China Dragon grown by 
Karen Collier 
 

Blc. (Top Sail Beach x Toshi Aoki) 
grown by L. K. Harvie 
 

Ascda. Summer Delight ‘Susan’ 
grown by Wanda Andrako 
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Cattleya 
 
Blue- Blc. (Top Sail Beach x Toshi Aoki) grown by L.K. Harvie  
Red- Blc. Bryce Canyon ‘Splendiferous’ AM/AOS grown by Wanda Andrako 
Yellow- Epc. Siam Jade ‘Avo’ by Arline Murphy 
 
Paphiopedilum & Phragmipedium 
 
Blue- Paph. primulium x Yosemite Moon grown by Thuyen Trevino 
Blue- Phrag. China Dragon grown by Karen Collier 
Red- Paph. Hsinying Alien grown by Thuyen Trevino 
Yellow- Phrag. Memoria Dick Clements x pearcii grown by Wanda Andrako 
 
Oncidium & Dendrobium 
 
Blue- Den. (Roy Tokunaga x Silver Wings) grown by Arline Murphy 
Red- Den. Norema grown by Van Williams 
Yellow- Den. Stephen Batchelor  by the Creeches 
 
Phalaenopsis 
 
Blue- P. equestris grown by Arline  
          Murphy 
Red- P. stuartiana ‘Sogo’ FCC/AOS  
         grown by Thuyen Trevino 
Yellow- Dtps. Taisuco Firebird grown  
              by Mike Chambliss 
 
Vandacous 
Red – Ascda.. Summer Delight ‘Susan’  
           grown by Wanda Andrako    
 

                   
Phal. equestris grown by               Den. (Roy Tokunaga x Silver 
Arline Murphy                Wings) grown by Arline Murphy
  

 
Paph. (primulium x Yosemite 
Moon grown by Thuyen Trevino 



 
  

Board of Directors 
Valli Laneve 
President 

Thuyen Trevino 
Vice-President 

Judy Craggs 
Treasurer 

Nancy Thompson 
Secretary 

Bill Akin 
Director at Large 

Wanda Andrako 
Editor 

 
Committee Chairmen 
Mike Chambliss 
Showcase Judging 

Barbi Partlow 
Membership 

Mike Chambliss 
John Hutcheson 
Refreshments Co-Chairs 

Buddy Harvie 
Library 

Betty Essex 
Affiliated Societies 

Ed and Nancy Bryce 
Raffle 
 
 
Board Members 
Van Williams 
 
 
 
Donations 
If you have a favorite book on 
orchids and ROA does not have 
copy, consider purchasing a copy 
for our library.  ROA is a 501 (c) (3) 
non-profit organization, so in-kind 
donations are tax deductible. 
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Most orchids grown by hobbyists 
are tropical in nature.  That term 
was once thought to mean “hot 
and steamy” and tens of thou-
sands of orchids imported to 
Europe in the 19th Century per-
ished as a result.  Many tropical 
orchids prefer cool nights because 
they or their ancestors evolved in 
higher tropical elevations or were 
subjected to cool breezes during 
the day.  There are some species 
that do come from hot and steamy 
places and the challenge for or-
chid hobbyists is to grow them all 
in one place, whether it is a win-
dowsill or greenhouse. 
 
Commercial orchid nurseries and 
large private collections often 
have individual growing areas 
devoted to orchids that derive 
from different tropical habitats.  
Cymbidiums prefer and even re-
quire cool temperatures to flower 
well.  Many claim that they flo-
wer best when nighttime tempera-
tures reach near freezing.  Laelia 
anceps also prefers these cool 
night temperatures and it is 
common to find them with 
Cymbidiums in California.  While 
L anceps and members of the 
Cymbidium genus are not related, 
they come from similar habitats 
and so require similar growing 
conditions. 
 
At the other end of the spectrum 
are species that come from tropi-
cal lowlands.  Many Phalaenopsis 
species come from parts of the 
world where temperatures are 
always warm to hot and these 
species not only tolerate, but grow 

best when both day and night 
temperatures are warm.  There 
are, however, other members of 
the Phalaenopsis genus that come 
from the foothills of the Himala-
yas and do not tolerate hot steamy 
conditions.  Some would grow 
best with cymbidiums in a cool 
house.  Thus, simply knowing the 
name of a group of orchids does 
not always inform one of the best 
temperatures in which to grow an 
individual orchid.  
 
This time of year most hobbyists 
are temperature conscious, espe-
cially those who grow outdoors 
for part of the year.  How much 
cold will my orchids tolerate is a 
common question?  Of course, 
there is no simple answer to that 
question given the previous dis-
cussion.  No tropical orchid, 
though, should be allowed to 
freeze or be exposed to freezing 
conditions.  Even those few 
species that come from climates 
where freezes are common suffer.  
In Nature, these species often 
have protected tubers or bulbs 
under the soil or dead leaves.  A 
hobbyist in North Carolina once 
reported finding an equitant onci-
dium flowering in spring among 
leaves where it had fallen the pre-
vious summer during a hurricane; 
surviving a winter with tempera-
tures below 20 F protected by 
dead leaves that had accumulated. 
 
Cymbidiums are often seen with 
frost on their leaves, but frost can 
occur at temperatures much 
warmer than the freezing point 

.   (continued on page 6) 
 

November Growing Tips, Courtney Hackney 



 

 

Address Changes 
If you have moved, changed your 
telephone number or email 
address, please email Richmond 
Orchid Alliance with the change 
at ROA4U2@verizon.net or to 
P.O. Box 8682, Richmond, VA 
23226. 
 
We don’t want your Bulletin to be 
delayed or not received. This is 
an important part of your 
membership. 
 
 
 
Culture Questions 
If you have a question about orchid 
care, please see Wanda Andrako or 
Buddy Harvie for suggestions and 
answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re on the Web! Visit us at: 
www.richmondorchidalliance.org 
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ROA 

Richmond Orchid Alliance 
P.O. Box 8682 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Courtney Hackney (continued) 
 
When the temperature within an 
orchid leaf goes below the free-
zing point, water in leaves forms 
crystals that tear plant cells, kill-
ing them.  The next day when the 
temperature warms, leaves turn to 
mush as bacteria and fungi invade 
the broken cells.  Obviously, 
other types of plants can survive 
freezing temperatures and do so 
by adding substances to their cells 
that either prevent crystal forma-
tion or lower the freezing temper-
ature. 
 
The only exception to orchids 
dieing when frozen seems to arise 
when orchids are dehydrated.  
Under these conditions sugars and 
other dissolved materials within 
the cells are concentrated and  

 
 
prevent crystals from forming.  
There are numerous accounts of 
hobbyists returning home, after a 
sudden emergency to find their 
orchids still alive, despite no heat 
in sub-freeing conditions.  A 
number of Chinese wholesale 
nurseries even intentionally de-
hydrate blooming sized phalae-
nopsis to the point where they can 
be rolled up and placed in small 
tubes for shipping to Europe and 
the U.S.  This not only greatly 
reduces shipping costs, but almost 
eliminates the danger of freezing 
in the unheated cargo areas of 
jets.  Once they arrive, they are 
potted in sphagnum and re-
hydrated without damage to 
tissues. 
 
Reprinted from Nov. 2008 


