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ROA Welcomes Speaker 

Linda Wilhelm is the speaker for the June 
10 meeting.  She and her husband Rolf own 
Woodland Orchids and have been grow-
ing and hybridizing orchids for many years.  
They have both been speakers for various 
orchid societies and may be familiar to 
some of you.  Anyone who has heard either 
of them speak will recognize that they re-
ally know their subject and can make the 
information very interesting.  

Linda is an accredited judge for the Ameri-
can Orchid Society.  She is Chair of the 
Carolinas Judging Center in Greensboro, 
NC and a recipient of the American Orchid 
Society’s Certificate of Education.  She is 
currently a member for the American Or-
chid Society’s Judging committee and is an 
AOS Trustee.  Pretty heady stuff!  

Rolf spent his early life as a World Traveler 
and has done such interesting things as 
backpack across New Guinea and actually 
spent 3 days lost in the jungles of Borneo.  
His interest in orchids started when he 
met Linda in 1985.  Over the years, he has 
extended his interest from just growing and 
it now includes hybridizing and greenhouse 
optimization.  That last word probably 

means something like how can we squeeze 
more plants into the space we have!  If that 
is how he is using the term then this is a 
problem we all know about!

Oncidiums are easy to grow and bloom and 
do not require a lot of specialized care.  The 
blooms are spectacular and provide a wide 
variety of colors and color combinations.  
You will not want to miss this program.  

Linda has offered us the opportunity to 
pre-order plants and she will deliver them 
to the meeting.  All orders are to be placed 
through Bayne Hawkins by June 3.  If we 
reach $400 or more for the entire order 
we will be eligible for a discount which 
always helps and we pay no shipping.  Good 
deal!  Bayne can be reached by email: 
baynehawkins@comcast.net and by phone 
at 560-0205.  Check out the website for 
www.Woodlandorchids.com and see the 
great plants that are available.  There are 
some great cattleyas as well as oncidium 
crosses and some miscellaneous plants that 
you don’t find very often.  This month’s 
special is a group of equitant oncidiums 
that you may know as tolumias.  Interesting 
small plants that can fit in anywhere! X

Vanda Tricolor var. Suavis, grown by L.K.Harvie

Small Tips
Those clay pots that have housed an or-
chid that you have potted up to a bigger 
size can be used again without going 
to a lot of trouble. If they look dirty a 
simple wash out may be needed or not. 

Simply place the empty pot on your 
oven shelf and wait until you are cook-
ing a roast meat or casserole or what 
have you. 

Note the time as 350 degrees for an 
hour or so is enough to kill off any 
lingering bacteria, fungi or virus. If you 
bake it for less time then leave the pot 
in for another job. 

Perhaps the pot has a residue of white 
salt as a leftover from fertilizer use. 
Janet Cherchuck keeps a small pot of 
white vinegar solution to soak used 
pots for a few days to dissolve this 
residue. Vinegar is also considered a 
bactericide. 

Note: the pot baking in the oven often 
has the aroma of a freshly baked cake 
so you will have to explain this to your 
family.

Arlene Murphy




