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Upcoming Events
July 8
Potting by the Tracks

August 12
Walter Off 
Mini-cattlya Orchids and Their Culture

September 9 
Charles Wilkins 
Growing Orchids in the Home

October 14 
Bob Gordon
Some Problems with Phalenopsis Cul-
ture and How to Solve Them

November 9-10 
Merritt Huntington - Memorial Sympo-
sium

November 11 
Roy Takanaga from H & R Orchids
Subject TBA

All ROA activities and speakers will 
emphasize the how-to and hands-on 
aspects of growing orchids.

Submission Deadline
Articles, pictures, and other content to 
be included in the ROA Bulletin must be 
recieved by the 15th each month.

Yes, it’s repotting time again and ROA will 
be right there doing what it did last year. 
July’s meeting will be a repotting session 
on the tracks at the Science Museum 
(weather permitting), otherwise look to 
the atrium. We will not have a showcase 
table, but we will be able to judge what 
others have been doing.

Come down and help us out. We need 
assistance with repotting, plant sales (yes, 
we will have some for sale), the hospitality 
table and other needs. Do your part 
and call Bill Akin (378-0999) or Wanda 
Andrako (794-3240) and volunteer your 
services during this important event in 
the life of ROA. Those that volunteered 

last year had a great time, not to mention 
the fun watching Wanda try to repot a silk 
plant that never seened to fade but whose 
owner thought it was time to repot.

 Repotting will be from 12noon thru 
4PM. A fee will be charged based on the 
size of each plant being repotted. Bring 
your friends to look at plants for sale and 
to watch members “do their thing” as we 
provide a valuable service to the public. 
And don’t forget your own plants as well.

 Why do it yourself when it’s so easy to 
have someone else doing the work and 
providing the equipment. X

See you July 8th at the tracks!
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Linda Wilhelm and her husband, Rolf, have 
a NC business specializing in oncidiums. 
They hybridize many different crosses. Linda 
showed pictures of many beautiful plants 
and told of their special needs for growing 
the best plants possible. Some culture notes 
follow:

Oncidium Program 

Linda Wilhelm

Equitant oncidiums (tolumnias) are easy to grow but need to know that they do not like salt on their 
roots, salts from fertilizer. They need water as pure as you can get it and suggested that as small as 
they are you can use bottled water for them. Of course, you do need to fertilize also. They grow best in 
small clay pots with no mix around them. The clay holds the moisture and they do well, but water daily. 

Mules ear oncidiums with large pseudobulbs should not be planted with the medium up around the 
pseudobulb or they will rot. 

The taxonomists are changing the names of the various genera around so that it is hard to keep 
track of some of the names. Sometimes they change and then revert to the original. 

Oncidium onustum has a tri-lobed lip that is dominant when used in crosses with other varieties and 
you can tell if it is in the back ground because of the tri-lobed lip. 

Oncidium papillio does not like to be repotted. She suggests that you use a medium that breaks 
down very slowly so that when you need to repot that you can just move it to a larger pot without 
disturbing the medium and put fresh medium around it. NEVER CUT THE SPIKE OFF. It will continue to 
bloom for some time. These have been known to bloom themselves to death!

Hybrids are easier to grow than species. This is good to know as we choose our plants.

Brassias have multiple spikes and many ÿowers. The ÿowers are large and fragrant. When used in 
hybrids they suppress color.

Miltonias from Brazil are heat tolerant, grow in higher light, grow like weeds. They outgrow pots 
quickly, mounting on tree fern helps. These need lots of water while actively growing, but decrease 
water when not actively growing. Miltonia spectabalis is one of the notable varieties in this group. They 
are used to give brassias color when hybridizing.

Miltonia clowesii is a sequential bloomer.

Miltoniopsis or pansy orchids are not Brazillian. These should be repotted once each year, need good 
air movement and good bright, indirect light.

Intergenerics are made of many different species and you must know what is in them in order to 
know how to grow them. They do not all have the same requirements. Side sheath leaves taps water 
against the pseudobulb and severe rot results. Cinnamon is an excellent antibacterial. Accordian 
pleating in the leaves is caused by inconsistent watering. Good water always improves the quality of 
plants. Hard water leaves an unsightly residue on the leaves and is hard to remove. It also increases 
the amount of fungal and bacterial problems. 

It is easy to grow oncidiums if you know what is in them and give them the proper care. Many 
beautiful plants have been ignored over the years because some of us did not know how easy they are 
to grow and bloom. Linda’s presentation should take some of that hesitation away. 
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Oncidium Information
We have a useful chart for watering and 
caring for each of the main categories 
of oncidium if anyone is uncertain after 
the last talk. It is still under copyright 
protection so we can’t print it here. I 
will supply it to anyone if they email me. 
Arnynderm@comcast.net. 

ROA is afþliated with the American 
Orchid Society. Memberships are 
$60.00 per year and include the 
monthly magazine Orchids. Details 
are at www.orchidweb.org. AOS is a 
501 (c) (3) organization.




